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I.—Forericn Potirtics, 


The Dainik Chandrika (Calcutta) of the 7th December has the following :—= pan Cuaxpnrea, 
Indian feeling in the Transvaal ome of our Anglo-Indian contemporaries are Dec. 7th, 1899. 


War. giving out that the British reverses in the com- 


; mencement of the ‘Transvaal War greatly delighted 
the natives of India, We do not know whence the Ang 5 indian pa ve 


derived this information. There being difference of opinion even in England 
as to the justice of the war, would it be objectionable for one who questions its 
justice to openly give expression to his opinion? The Irish Members of 
Parliament are openly finding fault with Mr, Chamberlain for this war, but no 
steps are being taken to take them to task. Why, then, this attempt to prove 
the natives traitors by setting afloat a false rumour against them ? 

The Anglo-Indian papers are in the habit of saying that it is the Boer 
oppression of the Uitlanders, among whom there are many Indians, that has 
brought about this war, But do the Europeans of Natal, which is a Crown 
Colony, treat the Indians better? Do they not treat the Indian emigrants as 
coolies ? Has not the Natal Government passed unjust and harassing laws to 
put down Indian competition in the labour market? Did not the Natalists try 
to lay a violent hand on Mr. Gandhi, because he had been agitating for the 
redress of Indian grievances? But let Natal alone. Do not the Europeans in 
India ill-treat the natives? Are not Indians harassed by indigo and tea- 
planters? Do not European jurors often unjustly let off Europeans accused of 
ill-treating natives? Does not the Englishman remember what Mr. Chamber- 
lain, the Colonial Secretary, said in reply to the Indian petition against the 
Natal Government? But let by-gones be by-gones, We say to those who are 
sppenns to our sympathy in this war on the ground that our interests are 
identical with those of the Uitlanders, that it is better not to raise the question 
of interest atall. Indians have always been the well-wishers of Englishmen, 
and what is England’s good is also India’s good, Is it then advisable to wound 
our feelings by unjustly accusing us? 

Lord Lansdowne, in his Sheffield speech, referred to the “special interest ” 
of the Indians in the Transvaal War, and expressed his great indignation and 
regret at the Boer oppression of the Indian emigrants, But this sudden expres- 
sion of English sympathy with Indians is surprising. If this professed 
sympathy had been real and sincere, would not Englishmen have treated the 
natives of India with greater kindness and consideration? Unfortunately, 
however, not a week passes without seeing a native oppressed by a European. 
It is a great regret that the rulers instead of punishing their oppressive country- 
men, try to screen them. This only serves to embolden them more and more, 
and their oppression of natives is gradually becoming an incident of everyday 
occurrence, Nay, some Englishmen hate the natives so, that even the very 
term ‘native’ has become a cause of annoyance to them. The other day a 
European Subdivisional Officer prosecuted some natives, because they had been 
talking aloud in front of his bungalow, and a subservient native Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate unhesitatingly fined them Rs. 10 each. The District Magistrate 
who quashed this sentence, remarked that the natives had not yet become so 
offensive that they should be punished for talking aloud, Does not this case 
prove European hatred of natives? Why, then, raise the question of Buer 
oppression of Indians? Set your own house in order before you come out to 
find fault with the domestic economy of other people. Has any one understood 
the real significance of this expression of false sympathy with Indians? 

2. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 8th December writes as follows:— __ 

Day by day the news from the seat of war 18 
The Transvaal War. becoming more and more mysterious and meagre, 
It is impossible to understand the war telegrams without the help of the 
imagination. If we are to depend upon the telegrams, we must say that the 
British army is surrounded on all sides by the enemy. Many of the Boers of 
Cape Colony have joined the enemy, not a few of the inhabitants of Natal are 
supporting them, and Joel, the Basuto Cuief, is calling upon his tribesmen to 
rise against the English. All this need not, of course, give us any cause for 
anxiety, For we know that the British have the power to vanquish all the 
tribes in South Africa and carry the British flag victorious everywhere. We 
fear, however, that our quarrel with the Transvaal will not be soon settled. 


HitavaLl, 
Dec. 8th, 1899. 


Pais oe SPE: es - 


MrIHIR-0-SUDHAKA4R, 
Dec. 8th, 1899. 


BanGaVast. 
Dec. 9th, 1899. 
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‘It is difficult to understand the position of the British force at Ladysmith. 
We were being so long told that the unceasing bombardment of the enemy was 
doing the place no harm. This news was reassuring, and the general —. 
sion was that reinforcements would soon march towards Ladysmith and relieve 
Sir George White—thus striking terror into the hearts of the enemy. But this 
hope has not yet been fulfilled. From the telegram of the 4th December it 
appears that Ladysmith has suffered great damage from the enemy’s bombard- 
ment, and eleven officers and soldiers have been killed and wounded. Many 
civilian and police officers also have been killed and wounded. 

It is » matter of great regret and surprise that Sir George White has not 
been relieved, although it is more than a month since he was invested by the 
enemy at Ladysmith. Isit not a matter of regret that what was considered 
to be feasible within a foitnight has not been done even within a month? If 
troops had been sent to South Africa from England when troops were sent 
there from India, England would not have had to suffer this insult and humi- 
liation. That the Boers are mere worms in comparison with the English goes 
without saying, and it is the unusual ig | in crushing the Boer fly which has 
given the Continental Powers cause for jubilation, It is the general impression 
that all these disasters are due to the imefficiency of the War Office. The 
French are giving vent to their animosity, and their newspapers have even gone 
the length of attacking the Queen. This meanness of the French nation is 
sure to excite the contempt of ajl civilised people, and their conduct would have 
certainly been severely condemned by all, if Mr, Chamberlain, the originator of 
the Transvaal War, had not abused the French and other Continental papers. 
His indiscreet speech has raised a storm of opposition, The French openly 
say that such indiscretion may even provoke a war between England and 
France. The Continental papers are also violently criticising Mr, Chamberlain’s 
speech, which has been condemned even in the English press. 

8. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar (Calcutta) of the 8th December has the following :— 

aa We are pained to hear of the loss of British life 
want watlman feeling in the Trans- snd money inthe Transvaal War, The Musalmans, 
who are tlie most loyal subjects of the English, 
consider British difficulty us their own difficulty. Their religion enjoins on 
them to be loyal to a Sovereign under whose rule they can live happily and 
peacefully and perform their religious observances without let or hindrance. 
[be Musalmans follow the dictates of their religion to the best of their 
might. ‘This clearly proves how loyal are the Musalmans to the English. 
Whatever our enemies may say, the Musalmans are far from expressing delight 
at British reverses. On the contrary, they earnestly pray to God to give 
victory to the English. Of the twenty crores of Musalmans in different parts 
of the world, India claims about one-third. The Musalmans of Africa and 
Asia like those of India are living in peace and happiness under British rule. 
Our enemies say that the Hindus and Musalmans are glad to read of English 
reverses and sorry to hear of a Boer defeat. We are indeed surry to be told 
this. The native papers have, by their comments on the war news, perhaps 
made themselves open to the charge, us, in the opinion of their enemies, their 
feeling of delight at. British reverse lurks in these brief comments, We the 
spokesmen of the Musalmans satisfy ourselves only with publishing the war 
news, and we earnestly pray to God to give victory to the Enghsh. The 
influential Musalmans of different parts of India are praying to God for British 
victory at the conclusion of their daily nemaz. Itis a matter of great regret 
that our enemies still say that the Musalmans are glid to hear of British 
reverses. 
4, The Bangarasi (Calcutta) of the 9th December has the following :— 


ry he * . 
i atti tataee te a lhere is a loud expression of despair and 
vaal War. regret in some quarters over the British losses in 


| the Transvaal War. Thenumber of killed and 
wounded on the British side has surprised not a few. No less than five 


hundred Britis!, soldiers were killed and wounded in the battle on the Modder 
river, and our kind-hearted Queen is sh dding tears over this heavy loss. And 
no wond'r. The Queen looks upon hr subjects as her own children, and the 
news of their death hss been a rude shock to her in her old age, The 
British lossea, it need not be told, have filled many British homes with wails. 


_ teeta te fo A —_—_— o_o UdUlC(<i—iSelUlC ee CO CO 


a -' ae | ef —————OO—O—————— Ct 
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There is, however, no reason to be surprised at the British loss, Brave 
soldiers have fought and died for their country and gone to heaven. This 
thought ought to be a consolation to those who are now mourning the loss of 
dear and wang ig ws 

But are the losses, after all, so heavy as to cause surprise and anxiety ? We 
think not. The number of the killed cad wounded ry date is about 2,115, 
Add to this the number of soldiers and officers who have been taken prisoners 
by the enemy, and still the loss is not heavy. The number of soldiers captured 
in the battle of Ladysmith was at first said to be 2,000, This has now dwindled 
to about 850, ‘This, together with the number captured in other places, does 
not amount to more than 1,500. Butis this a heavy loss? A war is nota 
foot-ball match, and we should not be surprised at the loss of life which has 
taken place, No Englishman fears to die fighting; he only fears to die of 
fever or diarrhoea. 

The British loss in the Transvaal War fades into insignificance, compared 
with the losses in other historic wars, Take the Crimean War. In 1854 a 
war broke out between England and Russia, In this war England was 
joined by France, Turkey and Sardinia, In the battle of Inkermann, 8,000 

ritish soldiers fought bravely with forty or fifty thousand Russian troops, 
The British had lost 2,500 soldiers in killed and wounded when the French 
came to their rescue with 6,000 troops. Victory was won by the English and 
the French. ‘l’en thousand British soldiers fell on the field of Waterloo. 
Why then should the loss in the Transvaal War cause so much anxiety ? 

Think, again, of the Franco-German War of 1870, At Worth 10,000 
German soldiers were killed and wounded, In another battle the Germans 
lost about 15,000. In another sanguinary battle, in which two lakhs of 
German soldiers had been assembled, no less than 20,v00 Germans were killed 
and wounded, In the Austro-German War of 1866 the Austrians lost 49,000 
and the Germans 10,000 soldiers in the battle of Sadowa. In the Russo- 
Turkish War, General Skobeleff attacked Plevna with 18,000 soldiers, He was 
repulsed with a loss of 8,000 men. In 1812 Napoleon invaded Russia with one 
lakh and 21,000 soldiers, He was met at Borodino by an equal number of 
Russian soldiers. In this battle, about 50,000 Russian and 40,000 French 
soldiers were killed and wounded. Such carnage has not been repeated in the 
nineteenth century. 

The British losses in the Transvaal War fade into insignificance compared 
with such losses as those mentioned above, There is therefore no cause for 
despair, Let the British losses be what they may, British soldiers have shown 
and are showing unparalleled bravery and heroism, 

5. The same paper writes as follows :— 

oe ee oe | The Boers are labouring under the impression 
tervention intho war. -—sésthhat. if they can carry on the war for some time, 
some European Power, be it Russia or France, or 

any other Power, will espouse their cause, On the 17th October last, the 
Boers were sanguine about foreign help. ‘They look up to Russia more than 
to France, as they believe that Russia will never allow England to establish 
her supremacy in Africa, from Egypt to Cape Town, But the Boers are 
hoping against hope. British power and resources are the wonder of the 
world, No other nation has been able to carry a lakh of troops over three 
thousand miles of water. England employed only a very small portion of her 
shipping, and yet the number of ships employed outnumbers the ships of 
ermany, Russia and France taken together. The British navy equals the 
combined navies of Germany, France and Russia. British merchant ships 
in working order number 18,000. Four thousand British ships are always 


in docks for repair. England and her Colonies possess no less than 36,000 


vessels, 

Russia is silent, but France is showing signs of unrest, The French 
nature is like that of an intelligent and spirited boy, and French bravado 
should always be laughed away. But we hear that the French press has taken 
to vilifying the Queen. This is no doubt calculated to offend the whole world, 
A Queen so noble, so fortunate, so kind-hearted and withal so powerful, was 
never before born. Her empire is world-wide, and the sun never sets on her 
dominions. The Americans are related to the English by blood, and about a 


BANGAVASI, 
Dec, 9th, 1899, 


Nava YUG, 
Dec. 7th, 1899. 


Nava YUG. 


HITavaDi, 
Dec. 8th, 1899. 


TrIPURA HITAISHI, 
Dec. 4th, 1899. 


CHARU MIHIR, 
Dec. 5th, 1899. 


CHarkvu MIBIR. 
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f Americans are ready to fight for the Queen. Moreover, the German 
> each the Russian Econerch and the King of Denmark are all related to the 
Queen by marriage. 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Polwe. 


@. The Nava Yug (Calcutta) of the 7th December complains that cocaine, 
a highly. poisonous drug, iscommonly sold in the 
Unlicensed sale of cocaine in pazarg without license. 
Calcutta. 7. The same paper draws the attention of 
Pick-pockets in Bara Bazar, the Commissioner of Police to the activity of pick- 
Calcutta. pockets in Bara Bazar, Calcutta, 
8. A correspondent writes in the Hitavadi of the 8th December that 


the Sub-Inspector of the Paikgachha thana in the 
Badmashi in a village in the Khulna district held an enquiry into the badmashi 
ramus cases in Katiparha, a village in the seme district. 
The result of this enquiry is not known, but the authorities should know that a 
strict and impartial enquiry into the matter is necessary, Some of the 
badmashes belong to respectable families, and their friends and relatives will tr 
to conceal their offence. The District Magistrate of Khulna, it is to be hoped, 
will order a sifting and careful enquiry into the matter. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. 


9, The Tripura Hitaishi ( agree Po the 4th December has the following :— 


One Maharam Ali Badia of Chandpur, district 

Cte eubdivisional Officer of ‘'Yippera, deposed before the local police that 
eT Basiraddi Pathan, Rahim Khan and Golam Ali 
Dewan had abducted his wife, Meher Jan, from his bedroom and committed 
rape on her. The police reported the case as false. The Subdivisional Officer 
of Chandpur, after taking down the depositions of some witnesses, dismissed 
the case, as Meher Jan could not identify the accused. The complainant moved 
the District Judge, who ordered a fresh trial, The Subdivisional Offcer recorded 
the statement of another accused, and issued summons against Basiraddi Pathan 
under section 498 of the Indian Penal Code, and transferred the case to the file 
of the Sub-Deputy Magistrate The Sub-Deputy Magistrate, after recording 


the evidence of other witnesses, wrote to the Subdivisional Officer that the 


accused had not committed an offence under section 498 of the Indian Penal 
Code, but had committed an offence under section 376 or 497 of the Indian 
Penal Code, and accordingly requested him to transfer the case from his file, as 
he was not competent to try cases under either of those sections. The Sub- 
divisional Officer did not agree to this, and the accused were accordingly 
discharged under scction 253 of the Indian Penal Code. 

10. The Charu Mihir (Mymenringh) of the 5th December has the following 


with reference to Mr. Salkeld, Subdivisional Officer 


Mr. Salkeld, Subdivisional of Maulvi Bazar, Sylhet, in the case of Kunja 
Officer of Maulvi Bazar, Syihet. Behari Das:—- 


Mr, Salkeld has come out to India with the 
impression that it is a great discourtesy on the part of a native to use an 
umbrella in the presence of even a common European, But the happiness and 
misery of hundreds of people depend on how such a man performs his duties. 
It is a matter of regret that the authorities place so nell responsibility and 
power in the hands of raw young men like Mr. Salkeld. 7 

11. ‘The same paper has the following:— 


aa Babu Barada Kanta Bhattecharyya, Sub- 
dank. oint-Magistrate of Mymen- Tngpector of the Gafargan police-station, in attach- 


ing the property of a certain villager, stationed a 
chaukidar in his house. The hankider ct the villager to "ley him subsis- 
tence. allowance, and on the villager’s refusing to pay it complained to the 
Sub-Inspector. ‘The Sub-Inspector thereupon ordered a constable to beat the 
man who had advised the debtor not to pay anythin 


, f , and th testip 

he ordered a constable to pull him: by. Fought The inoulted men canal 

to the J aherts or iy of Mymensingh against the Sub-Inspector. The Sub- 
that the complainant had obstructed him in the discharge of 


man compla; 
Iuspector state 
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his duty, and he had therefore ordered a constable to drive him out and the 


constable had pushed him by the neck. The Joint-Magistrate dismissed the 


case and told the Sub-Inspector to pull the complainant b en 
Court. P plainant by the ear in open 


12. The Murshidabad Hitaishi (Murshidabad) of the 6th December says that 


there having been a vacancy in an office in the Lal- 
Merhidabed> ~~ © Fo subdivision, an a bom in the Murshidabad 

Collectorate went to the Deputy Magistrate under 
whom he had served for some time, with his application and testimonials for a 
certificate. The Deputy Magistrate asked him to come another day; but as 
that was the last da for making an application, he again a plied for a certi- 
ficate. ‘I'he Deputy Magistrate became angry at this, abused the apprentice, 
tore his application and testimonials and ordered his chparasi to drive him out 
of his Court. The apprentice — to the Collector against this action of 


the Deputy Magistrate, and the Collector advised him to withdraw his 
application, | 


13, A correspondent writes as follows in the Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 


i cn wah i 7th December :— 
© © en nc a 
Pa A a aeteiot san ot The Government created an Independent 


Bench at Netrakona, district Mymensingh, for the 
convenience of the public, but their expectations have not been fulfilled. 
All pleaders have, according to the new law, had to resign Honorary Magis- 
trateships, and respectable people are not willing to serve as Honora 
Magistrates. Consequently the bench do not sit more than twice a month, An 
offence under section 352 of the Indian Penal Code has to be postponed ten 


times before it is disposed of. Under these circumstances, the public will be’ 


much benefited if two Benches be created, one at Durgapur and another at 


Kendua, as there are many places within the jurisdiction of Durgapur and 
Kendua which are 25 miles from Netrakona. 


14. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 7th December has the following :— 
Many think that Mr, Pennell was transferred 
to Noakhali for his decision in Narsingh’s case, 
An English contemporary says that there existed a misunderstanding between 
the executive at Chapra and Mr. Pennell over another incident which took 
place before the decision in Narsingh’s case. The following in an account of 
the incident :— | 


A Subordinate Judge of Chapra was assaulted by a European official of the 
Public Works Department, and because he vertured to complain, he was ordered 
by his official superior to apologise to his assailant, and was subsequently trans- 
ferred to Barisal, at the imstance of the Commissioner of the Division, The 
Subordinate Judge petitioned the High Court against this order, and Mr, Pennell 
sent his petition with a note ei aie, upon the officials concerned, from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bergal down to the Engineer. It was for 
this that Mr, Pennell’s transfer to Noakhali was decided upon, Taking advan- 
tage of Narsing’s case, Mr, Pennell, it is said, vented his spleen upon the 
officials before his transfer was gazetted. 


Mr. Pennell’s transfer. 


Judging from the present circumstances, we think it will do more harm 
than good to discuss such matters in newspapers, Weare ready to notice all 
instances of official oppression and injustice, but we do not wish to say any, 
thing about the dealings of the officials with their subordinates, Our duty 
ends with writing about official bighhandedness. But those for whom we 
write have to suffer. Considering the nature of the relation between master 
and servant in these days, it is useless to write about the former’s dealings with 
the latter. A servant must always behave like a servant ; for his spleen may 
at any time run the risk of being ruptured. 


15. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the Sth December writes that there were 
| this year three candidates for two aminships in the 
Jalpaiguri Settlement Office. They were examined, 
| 3 but failed in the examination. Strange to say, two 
of them, who scored the lowest marks, have been appointed. 


A complaint against the Jalpai- 
guri Settlement Office. 


MURSHIDABAD 
Hrrais8I, 


Dec. 6th, 1899. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Dec. 7th, 1899. 


BasvMaTl, . 


Dec. 7th, 1899. 


HITavaDi, 
Dec. 8th, 1899, 


% 


BasvUMATI, 
Dec, 7th, 1899. 


BasrrnHaT SUHBID, 
Dec. 9th, 1899, 


Sai Sri VISHNO- 
Pairva-0o-ANANDA 
BazaR PaTRIKA, 


Dec. 18th, 1899. 


nL Aas ee 


CHaro MIHIR, 
Dec. 5th, 1899. 
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(d)—Educa tion. 


The Basumatt (Calcutta) of thé 7th December has the following with 

me \ ‘heavens to Babu Abinash Chandra Chatterji, 

- ine oo Chat- Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Circle (see Report 

oa —" on a Papers for the 9th December, 1899, 
paragraph 31). eae 

Abinash Babu was posted to Burdwan in 1898, and his suit was com- 

romised by the Maharaja of Kasimbazar in July or August 1899. Before the 
fast Puja, Abinash Babu lived for some time in Burdwan in connection with 
his coal mine suit. 

A correspondent of the same paper writes that Abinash Babu has coal 
mines at Mahutdingi in the Burdwan district within the zamindari of the 
Maharaja of Kasimbazar. The former proprietors of these mines were 
Messrs. J. G. Chatterji & Co., but the present proprietors are Messrs. A. C, 
Chatterji & Co, 


(c)—Local Self:Government and Municipal Administration, 


17. A correspondent complains in the Basirhat Suhrid (Basirhat) of the 9th 
December that the metalling of the Jalalpur road in 
——K° » district: Ward No, 4 of the Taki Municipality, in the 24 Par- 
ganas district, has been very badly done. Rupees 
120 was sanctioned for the metalling. But, considering the metal which has 
been used, the metalling could be done atless cost. This shows that the Muni- 
cipal authorities do not properly supervise the work done by the contractors. 
The Chairman, when complained to, says that he is too old to look to these 
matters. Itisa pity that the District Magistrate, the local Deputy Magistrate, and 
the Auditor, who regularly inspect the working of the Municipality, are content 
with only inspecting the Municipal Office. If yeas | cared to inspect the roads 
under the Municipality and enquire into the condition of the rate-payers, the 
Municipal administration would be greatly improved. 
18. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
13th December has the following :— 

Babu Sarat Chandra Sen, the Engineer-Secre- 
tary to the Cossipore-Chitpur Municipality, having 
tendered his resignation, a meeting of the Commissioners was called to consider 
this matter. The resignation was accepted, and then the Chairman produced an 
application by one of the Commissioners, Babu Akshay Kumar Chattopadhyay, 
at present a clerk in the office of the Comptroller, Post Office, praying for the 
vacant post, One of the Commissioners proposed Akshay Kumar's appoint- 
ment to the post. But Babu Lalit Mohan Ghosal opposed the motion, saying 
that the meeting had been called to accept the resignation of Sarat Babu, and 
not to appoint another man in his place. He also observed that the vacancy 
should be advertised in the newspapers, and a competent man should be 
selected from among those who might apply. He also stated that only seven 
months ago the Chairman himself had said that the Municipality required a 
Secretary with engineering qualifications, and that Sarat Babu had been given the 
Secretaryship because of his possessing such qualications, and he wondered that 
the Secretaryship was now proposed to be given toa post-office clerk, But he was 
not heard, and the proposal was put to the vote, when nine of the Commissioners 
voted for the motion and only one against it. If high posts in the Munici- 
pality are filled in this way by candidates chosen from among the Commis- 


sioners themselves, competent outsiders will have very little chance of getting 
them. We hope Mr. Buckland will not encourage such acts, 


The Secretaryship of the Cossi- 
pore-Chitpur Municipality. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and srrigation. 


19. The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh) of the 5th December says that the Assam 

ee ave e mail steamer, which starts for Goalundo from Jagan- 
trom Mi ta a complaints nathganj at 11 4.M., does not stop at any station 
_ except Sirajganj, Consequently the passengers from 
Mymensingh for Tangail have to wait a whole day at J agannathganj. This 
inconvenience may be removed if there be a steamer coresponding to the 
train, which reaches Jagannathganj at 11 a.M,, to carry passengers to the 
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Porabari station, and another steamer in the afternoon from the Porabari station 
to Jagannathgan) to catch the train for Mymensingh, which starts from that 
station in the afternoon. 

20. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 7th December has the following :— 


Farther suggestions for Railways. The Railway Police ought to see that no un- 


wholesome articles of food are brought into the 
market. We have come to know that the police have not the power to enquire 


into such matters unless complaint is formally made to them. This is not 
right. Much time is lost if enquiry has to be made after complaint, and delay 
may, in the case of fish and other articles which easil y decompose, frustrate 
the enquiring officer. It will be better if such parcels are inspected by the 
Police and the Railway doctor when they are booked, the luggage and parcel 
Inspector keeping an eye on when they inspect. The police should also have 
power to enquire into complaints made by owners of parcels who suspect that 
their parcels have been tampered with. Police enquiry in such cases is expected 
to be impartial. 

There ought to be different platforms for local and through trains, and at 
the entrance to each platform there should be a signboard indicating the 
number and name of the train which is to start at a particular hour. At the 
Sealdah station there are different trains, but there is nothing to indicate the 
number or the name of a particular train. This often causes great confusion. 
Sometimes two trains are placed one after another alongside the same plat- 
form. ‘This is misleading, a passenger mistaking one train for another. To 
remove this inconvenience, the number and name of each train should be 
indicated in a signbvard. 

There should not be one booking office for many lines as at present, but a 
separate booking office for each line located near the platform for that line. 

21, A correspondent complains in the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 8th Decem- 

| | ber that as the up train No. 117 was leaving the 

bi Bye om against a railway Garia station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 

Southern Branch, a Eurasian ticket-collector entered 

into a female compartment on the pretext of examining tickets, and took liberties 

with the inmates At the Jadavpur station the poor passengers cried for help, 

which drew the attention of the station-master. A complaint being made to 

him, he severely reprimanded the ticket-collector, and has perhaps reported 
against him to the authoritios. 

22, A correspondent complains in the Samiran (Calcutta) of the 13th 

Rea December that the roads in Bikrampur in the Dacca 
munications in Bikrampur district are in a very bad condition. The road from 
| Munshiganj to Srinagar is badly out of repair, and 
becomes almost impassable during the rainy season. This causes great incon- 
venience to those who have to come to Munshiganj every day on business. 
The road from Mirmadik to Bajrajogini is somewhat better, but this as well as 
the Munshiganj road are ke oe and therefore not very fit for wheel 
traffic. The condition of the roads under the Local Board is even worse. The 
road from Munshiganj to Sonarang is in an extremely bad condition. The 
bridges over these as well as other roads are dangerously out of repair. 
, ‘he ferry steamer between Munshiganj and Narayangan) 1s not being 
regularly run. For the last two months the steamer has not been running at all. 

The Mirkadim khal has become silted up, and is virtually closed to boat 
traffic for five months in the year. In short, communication in Bikrampur is 
in @ Very unsatisfactory condition. 

23. A correspondent complains in the Burdwan Sanjivani (Burdwan) of 

the 13th December that the breach of the Damodar 
me ——, breach in the embankment at village Kumirkola in the Burdwan 


district is gradually widening, and during a flood 


the water of the Damodar finds its way to this and 24 other villages. For this 
reason rice fields are covered with sand, making them unfit for cultivation. If 
the authorities do not take speedy steps to repair this breach, it will go hard 
with the people when there will be a flood in the Damodar next per The 
Government spends about eight to ten thousand rupees on the akhra and 


Tala breaches, but unfortunately nothing has been done to repair the breach at 
Kumirkola, 


_ » * Css, 3 
+o : 
. — > ek : 
: 1 SA 
y ee a Ni ie & 3 
r meth Se Sa ne a” 
’ : < Gy yb. Se ee S Mak x, 
aay Sy PROSE OS SR aa 
SEA hae ay ty ges my S 
SS ee MAG NS 


BasUMaATI, 
Dec, 7th, 1899. 


Hrtavandl, 
Dec. 8th, 1899. 


SaMIRAN, 
Dec. 18th, 1899, 


BurDWAN SanNJIVANI, 
Dec. 18th, 1899. 


« . ae 
ah tee tame 


Cuarv Mims, 
Dec. 5th, 1899. 


SaNSODHIN!, 


Dec. 6th, 1899. 


SaNJIVANI, 


Des. 7¢h, 1899. 


HrtavabDt, 
Dec, 8th, 1899 


( 9t0 ) 


(h)—General, 
24, The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh) of the 5th December has the 
following:— ~” 
a There are some who think that a benevolent 
od btnisbation. en administration, giving as it does too much indul- 
gence to the subject people, is bad for a foreign 


Government, whilst there are others who think that rigorous administration is 
making the officials high-handed. We do not believe that the benevolent admi- 
nistration of Lord Ripon made the subjects unruly and disaffected towards the 
Government, But there is no doubt that the present change in the administra- 
tive policy has been accompanied by a change in the temper and disposition of 
many officials, We will not quote Narsingh’s case, or the Subordinate Judge’s 
case, or the Sitamarhi case in support of our statement. Many people have 
marked this change in the official temper. ‘There is no use in recollecting the 
days when there existed a kindly feeling between the officials and the natives, 
Those happy days will never return. The attitude of the officials in many 
parts of the country is not compatible with good government. We have been 
so long under the impression that the English missionaries will consider it to 
be their duty to advise hot-headed officials to be more calm. If they fail in this 
duty, the large amount of money which Indians have to spend for their main- 
tenance will go for nothing. The present Lord Bishop, Dr, Welldon, is visiting 
different parts of India and giving wholesome advice in his speeches, But his 
speeches, too, possess the official tinge. In his reply to the address of the Pandits 
of Benares he prayed to God that the administrative rag of the rulers of 
India might be guided by wisdom, justice and sympathy. Nothing could be 
more noble than this prayer for the welfare of the Indian people. We hope 
that Dr, Welldon will kindly see that the English officials imbibe the spirit of 
this prayer. We can expect a change in the present administrative policy only 
if the officials do so. 

25. The Sansodhini (Chittagong) of the 6th December says that everyone in 
. Chittagong is glad at the courtesy and amiability 
Cree ieutenant-Governor at of the Lieutenant-Governor. ‘The Lieutenant- 
ae Governor was highly pleased with the Normal and 
the Municipal School buildings and their furniture. His Honour invited the 

leading men of the town to his steamer and received them very kindly. 

26. The Sanjivan Setar of the 7th December has the following :— 
T 


; e Irish Members of Parliament were not 
cree, Srenimeet of eontent with preaching sedition in public meetings, 
but were also anxious to have themselves declared 

traitors in Parliament. But far from punishing them for this, the Government 


has not even spoken one strong word against them and has laughed away the 
matter. If an Indian had dared to ask the Sikh or Gurkha soldiers to help the 
Afridis during the Afridi war, he would certainly have been hanged. Mr, Bal- 
gangadhar Tilak was sent to jail for publishing in his paper a poem against the 
Government, and the Editor of the Moda Vricta imprisoned for saying that the 
English were not liked by the Canadians, Whilst the English Government is 
laughing away the Irish he are publicly spreading sedition, Indians are being 
punished for speaking a strong word or two against the Government. Why 
this distinction? If the weak and helpless, in excess of suffering, use strong 
language, the strong ought to laugh it away. But we find a different procedure 
followed here. We cannot understand why the powerful British Government 
fears the Indians and regards them with suspicion. The Indians are a tender- 
hearted people. Kind treatment, nay, one kind word, makes slaves of them for 
ever. I'he English can defy the world if they can earn the regard and respect 
of thirty crores of people. Why are the English sO anxious to secure the 
friendship of the Americans and Germans? They are ruling over thirty crores 
of people. Shall we not see the ruler who will establish British rule on the 
strong foundation of the people’s regard and respect ? That will not be so long 
as the English look on the Indians with suspicion or hate them as barbarians. 


Let'the Government adopt tbe policy of equality and fraternity, and British 
rule will be placed on a solid foundation, such as it was never before. 


27. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 8th December has the following :-— 


‘ The manner in which Lord Curzon is tourm 
nate Carson's toge. through the country is likely to mislead kim o 
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forming an opinion of the condition of the people. But we know hi 
partiess erionood and keensighted ruler, and we Salleve that even the ‘Tight ator 


. = which is being accorded to him everywhere will not lead him to 


overlook the poverty of the Indian people. Lord Curzon coul 
understood the condition of the ladies wiouithe if he had given “~ ia pauls a 
paraphernalia of a Viceregal tour, and had, with only a few companions, person- 
ally inspected the condition of the masses by paying private and unexpected 
visits to the huts of the poor. In that, and that way alone, could he have known 
how the Indian masses pass their days. He would have come to know that 
even in @ year of bumper crop the raiyats have to live on one meal a day, and 
cannot provide their families with even the most necessary comforts, He would 
have understood why one year’s failure or excess of rain brings about famine 
and starvation and death. 

The executive officers also are required to devote a portion of their time 
to touring with the object of acyuainting themselves with the real condition of 
the people. But unfortunately this commendable object is not fulfilled. The 


people have not the courage to go to the European Magistrate and freely give 


vent to their feelings. The Magistrate, on his part, has neither the inclination 
nor the opportunity to listen to the people’s grievances or ascertain their real 
condition. He has to depend upon the police for information, and they never 
give him a true account of the people’s condition. 

What we say is perfectly true, and there are many proofs in support of our 
statement. ‘T'ake the case of the Bhagalpur disaster. In some parts of the 
district people are in so great distress that they are living upon leaves of plants 
and passing their nights in open fields, They are consequently dying of fever 
and cholera brought on by bad living and exposure. ‘Their suffering, indeed, 
baffles all description. If Lord Curzon and Sir John Woodburn had been 
aware of this deplorable state of things, could they have remained silent or 
indifferent ? 

This is why we pray, and pray earnestly, to the Viceroy that he may not be 
led astray from the line of his duty by the right royal reception which is 
being accorded to him by the Rajas and Maharajas and the splendid and 
magnificent sights of prosperity which are being presented before him. He 
should not disbelieve what the newspapers are saying about the prevalence of 
famine. The present outlook is very gloomy. Starving people are hankering 
after handfuls of rice. He should not judge otherwise, because he has not come 
across such people during his tour. It is on account of his determination to 
save the famine-stricken people that thousands are being provided by the 
Government with relief, 1f the officials see him wavering from his determination 
there will be laxity in their efforts to save the distressed, and many will die 
from starvation. 

28. The same paper complains of the irregularity of the Khanakul post- 

| office in the Hooghly district. ‘The peon has to 
serve about thirty or thirty-five villagcs, and he 
starts on his errand late. He reaches some of the villages late in the evening 
when the people have gone to bed. This causes great inconvenience and delay 
in the postal delivery. A separate post-office should be opened at Radhanagar, 
or oe additional peon should be appointed to serve this and the neighbouring 
villages. 

29. The Chinsura aap (Chinsura) of the 10th December has the 

following :— 

ae 7 © see om vn leninnd that Babu Kedar Nath Ray 
ee has applied to the Secretary of State on behalf of 
his son, Jatindra Nath Ray, who has again failed to procure a health certificate 
in the Civil Service examination, which he has passed. Last year Lord 
George Hamilton aympathised with Jatindra in his misfortune, and we hope 
that he will do something for him this year. Our hope is strengthened by the 
fact that Lord Curzon is the Viceroy of India—Lord Curzon, who has sym- 
pathised with Paranjpe, and has shown great kindness to Babu Kicori Mohan 
Ganguli. It is not too much to hope that he will show kindness to 
Jatindra Nath. Within the last forty years only thirty-six Irdians have passed 
the severe test of the Civil Service examination. Every one knows how 
dificult and expensive it 1s for a native of India to pass this examination. 
Jatindra Nath’s repeated failure to pass the medical test has excited the 
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sympathy of the India public. Bat there is no cause for disappointment, for 
we have a strong faith in British justice and sympathy, and there is no doubt 
that justice will be done to Jatindra Nath, and he will be rovided if there:is 
any means of doing so. Lord Curzon, it is hoped, will help him. = 

30, The Prativasi (Calcutta) of the 11th December is glad to hear that the 

Bengal Government has granted a | sip of Ra, 50 

Government's pensions to lite- ner month to Babu Hem Chandra Banerji, the poet, 

ae and a pension of Rs, 25 per month to Babu Dinesh 

Chandra Sen, the author of Banga Bhasa o-Sahitya, This kindness to poor 

literary men is a proof of the Government’s liberality, love of literature and 
affection for its subjects. 

31. A correspondent writes in the Samiran (Calcutta) of the 13th December’ 
that the residents of Patul and the adjoining villages 
| in the Hooghly district are greatly inconvenienced 
for want of a post-office. Sometimes it takesa letter six or seven days to be 
delivered owing to the villages being served by the distant post-office at 
Khanakul, One has sometimes to incur an expense of two annas in sending a 
man vd the post-office to procure a post card, It will pay to open a post-office 
in Patul. 


A postal matter. 


IIT ,.— LEGISLATIVE, 


32. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 7th December is glad that the Govern- 
ment is desirous of passing an Act to restrict the free 
Ee ogee fi Pe peers for importation and sale of poisons and “aggression drugs, 
Opium being very cheap and easily procurable in 
the market, many people commit suicide by swallowing it. The country will 
be benefited if this poison, too, is included in the list of poisons, thesale of which 
will be restricted, 
33, The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 8th December understands thaf the 
_— . , Assam Government yielding to the protest of the 
in the Cooly Bill. rom Propose tea-planters, has agreed to reduce the rate of remu- 
neration paid to the coolies, The Cooly Bill proposes 


-¢to enhance the rates from Rs, 5 a month for amale and Rs, 4 for a female 


cooly to Rs, 6 and Rs. 5 respectively. But this proposal is going to be with- 
drawn. The tea-planters make their coolies work hard, but would pay them 
low. If it is true that they have induced the Assam Government to reduce 
the rates of cooly remuneration, they have no doubt scored a victory. One 
fails to understand how a ruler like Mr. Cottvn could agree to the proposal of 
the tea-planters. 7 
34, The Banga-Bandhu (Chundernagore of the 9th December writes as fol- 
lows with reference to the new rules for the election 
The new election rules. r. a Member s to the Bengal Legislative 
ouncil :— 
As acorsequence of these new rules, Government nominationsto the Council 
will be increased. It is clear that it is the object of the Government to get 
whatever laws they wish to make passed by the Council without opposition. 
The Government wishes to throw dust in the eyes of the public and give them 
only the shadow of the elective system, It would have been better for the 
Government to carry out its purpose openly. It has power to do anything and 
everything, and there is no one to take it to task even if it does injustice, The 
people muy agitate against it, but the Government has the power to passa law 
stopping agitation! Civilised nations may call such a procedure unjust and 
arbitrary. But is not the Government already acting arbitrarily ? 


VI,—MiscetLaneovs. 


35. The Pallivasi (Kalna) of the 6th December has the following :— 


In the observations made inthe course of our 
sae, aie ay" “i previous article on Hindu loyalty, we found no — 
ee _ occasion to refer to the views held by ancient 
Hindu Rishis on the subject. The editors of Anglo-Indian newspapers do not 
know with what eye Manu and other Rishis lashed upon the king, with what 
alacrity they took his commands, and what good acts they did to promote his 
welfare. We reproduce below the following slokas from Manu’s Institutes for 
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Jed ney apni age e.oditors, and to show in what light the Hindu Bishia re. 


“ Sines, if the world had no king, it would quake on all sides throug 
fear, the ruler of this universe, therefore, onaiak 0 king, for the pale 
of this system, both religious and civil. 

‘ ¥orming him of eternal particles drawn from. the substance of Indra 
Pavana, Yama, Surya. of Agni and Varuna, of Chandra and Kuvera, 

“ And since a king was composed of particles drawn from those chief 
guardian deities, he consequently surpasses all mortals in glory. 

‘‘ Like the sun, he burns eyes and hearts ; nor can any human creature on 
earth even gaze on him. 

He is fire and air; he, both sun and moon ; he, the god of criminal jus- 
tice ; he, the genius of wealth; he, the regent of waters; he, the lord of 
firmament. 

“A king, even though a child, must not betreated lightly, from an idea that 
pd a mere mortal; no, he is a powerful divinity, who appears in a human 
shape, 

‘‘ Fire burns only one person, who carelessly goes toa near it’; but the fire 
of a king in wrath burns a whole family, with all their cattle and goods. 

‘‘Fully considering the business before him, his own force, and the place, and 
the time, he assumes in succession all sorts of forms, for the sake of advancing 
justice. 

‘‘ He, sure, must be the perfect essence of majesty, by whose favour Abun-. 
dance rises on her lotus ; in whose valour dwells conquest; in whose anger, 

Brother, Anglo-Indian editor, do you now understand it? Ifyou have, do 
not talk of loyalty any more. You have come to enjoy luxury ; go away after 
enjoying it, You have come out for sport and shskar ; go away when you have 
done both. Do not teach loyalty tothe Hindu race; donot. make an affectation of 
loyalty ; do not bring the — of loyalty even on your lips, A few bouquets 
of flowers and a few ‘ hip, iP hurrahs” are the only ingredients of your 
loyalty. We do not want that loyalty in which there is no love or bhakti. If 
you would like to know anything about our loyalty, read the slokas quoted above; 
see the bright and matchless image of Panna painted on the pages of the histor 
of Chitor—of the nurse, that is, who, to save the life of her sovereign sacrifice 
the life of her son, who witnessed perfectly unmoved and withouta tear in her 
eyes the decapitation of her son, feeling that the life of her sovereign had been 
thereby saved. You will never be able to show such an example of loyalty. 
Can you show that any Hindu has ever been found shooting at the Empress 
Victoria when out driving in her carriage? Can you say that any Hindu has 
ever cast a stain on the Hindu name by stabbing a Viceroy or a Chief Justice? 
Can you show that any Hindus have ever unjustly vilified any Viceroy from 
- Lord Clive to Lord Curzon ? But what rude protests did you not make and 
what unjust aspersions did you not cast on the Viceroy when you found the 
righteous Lord Ripon trying toact withindependence? The least offence of that 
sort on the part of the Hindus leads you to magnify it beyond all proportion. 
Is this not a proof of mean-mindedness? If the fact of the Hindus giving 
proofs of learning and intelligence, excelling Inglish candidates in the Civil Ser- 
vice examination, obtaining Judgeships, Magistrateships, and Commissionerships, 


and showing English scholarship, has caused pain to you, then follow the advice 


which Lakshman gave to the great hero Parasuram, and you will be able to find 
great relief. Here is that advice. Parasuram said to Lakshman: “ Leave my 
presence.’ I feel my whole body burning at your sight.” Lakshman smiled and 
ve the reply : “If my sight really causes you pain, why do you look at me? 
Better shut your eyes ” 
36. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 7th December has the following:— 
| The Musalmans of Lucknow held a meeting 
The Lucknow anti-Congress wynder the presidentship of Prince Sir Amir Hossein 
— Khan to show that they had no sympathy with the 
Congress. What shall we say about the wisdom of the leaders of the assembly ? 
They have felt no hesitation in calling the friends and leaders of the Congress 
disloyal and traitorous. Even the officials admit such an imputation against the 
Congress leaders 10 be groundless. Itis found in thehistory of every country that 
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whenever the public agitate for a political right, the officials discourage them 
from a fear of losing their power, and it is therefore no wonder that the 
foreign officials of India should oppose the National Congress. But it is a 
shame and a regret that a section of the Indian public should call the patriots 
and real friends of the country traitors in order to gain official favour. 


37. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 7th December writes that the Musal- 
mans of Lucknow held a large meeting under the 

The Lucknow anti-Congress DPresidentship of Prince Sir Mahammad Amir Khan 
abetted to show that they bad no sympathy with the 
National Congress. This is a good sign. Nothing can be accomplished without 
evoking rivalry, opposition and protest. There can be no doubt that the meeting 


‘at Lucknow shows that the Congress has made a strong impression on the mind 


of the Lucknow public. The more a movement spreads, the greater.the opposition 
it evokes. -In Bengal nothing is said either for or against the Congress, and - 
consequently there is no agitation, no discussion concerning it. The. Congress 
will hold its sittings by the last week of December. But what is the Congress 
Committee in Culcutta doing? The only thing in which the Congress party 
seem to take a lively interest is defaming each other. 


38. The same paper has the following :— 

Once more we will say plainly that we are not © 
opponents of the Congress. We are ever ready to 
show our utmost respect for the great principle in which that great man 
Mr. Allan Hume wished to see us initiated. But we are opposed to many of 
the Congress worshippers, and to some extent to the mode of Congress worship. 
The reader will probably remember that in his now famous letter to Sir 
Auckland Colvin, the late Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces, 
Mr. Hume said that the National Congress would prove a safety-valve for the 
ventilation of the grievances and disaffection of the educated classes. The 
prophecy has come to be fulfilled, though in a different sense. Our educated 
Bengali Babus have now to find themselves involved in big quarrels over this 
matter cf Congress and Conference. The first Hitavad? case was the effect of 
Conference poison. And this second series of Hitavadi casesis 80 many eruptions 
of the malignant Congress humour. Brother Bisharad will have to go1o and come | 
out of jail so long as Congresss and Conference will last, and the Hitavadi will 
remain in possession of its poison fangs. Whatshall we say of merit and demerit ? 
Where anything isto be done by a number of men in combination and co- 


. The Congress. 


operation, it is not wise to speak of anybody’s merit or demerit, the success of 


the undertaking being the only object that ought to be kept in view. It is to 
be regretted, however, that not to speak of success, even the means by which 
success can be achieved, do not receive our attention. What we do attend to is 
the merit or demerit of particular individuals. Whether or no the Hon’ble 
Surendra Nath Banerji takes bribes ; whether or no his house at Simultala has been 
made with other people’s money; whether or no he has misappropriated money 
belonging to the Indian Association,—these are questions which perpetually 
exercise the mindsof many. There is a class of people who are always anxiously ~ 
enquiring as to who has subscribed to the Tilak Fund; who has taken money 
from it; who keeps its accounts; or who is there that can be exposed in a news- 
paper in this connection. Another class there is which is ever busy finding out 
the purpose for which the Ripon Fund is being expended ; the person or persons 
in whose custody it is; the party which enjoys its benefit; and the disposition, 
if any, of the fund which has been made by the Managers of the Sanjivant news- 
paper. Some persons are still moving about collecting information as to how 
the expenses of the Calcutta session of the Congress were met; who sanctioned 
those expenses; or who received brokerage in that connection That a Raja 
of a particular place paid a certain amvunt to a particular person and got him 
to write a particular thing; that a person who desired to subscribe to a particular 
fund was ultimately persuaded by somebody’s advocacy to change his mind; 
that a school fund helonging to a particular person was pocketed by another; 
that a person paid another a certain sum in the name of a particular society ; 
that somebody has wrongfully misappropriated something to his own use; that 
some one else hes thrown dust in the eyes of the public and is driving a chaise 


and pairand giving himself the airs of a Babu; that a certain person has 
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enriched himself with money belonging to the famine fund,—such are some of 
the statements, no matter whether true or false, which are made in ice: valusiton 
and discussed and even published in newspapers. 


We are Bengalis—have ever lived on grass and leaves and become men. 
We have no knowledge of the art of war, of trade and commerce—never before 
did we see money. Through the favour of Englishmen, however, we have 
now learnt English and become civilised. We now see money and have got a 
taste of 1t and are charmed with it. Whenever, therefore, we see money, we lose 
our sense and are quite upset. Luxury is daily increasing among the ople, and 
nothing can remove their want of money. If we can make money o making 
a few speeches, why shall we not do it? Is it possible to resist temptation ? 
Covetousness leads to sin, but sin does not, in our case, lead to death as it should. 
It only increases our luxurious living. As for death, it claimed its last victims 
in our ancestors. We now move about the land as so many ghosts, and have 
no death to suffer. The fact is, most of us are thieves, We have not come 
into the world to die, nor do we ever think of death, For the purpose of 
increasing the prestige of theft, we, therefore, are ever engaged in improper 
pursuits. Why, therefore, this quarrel?—this crimination iad recrimination 
among ourselves over this charge of theft? Is not everybody engaged in this 
pursuit? If we still retain a trace of humanity in our hearts and donot care to 
prove false to it, every one of us will be able to see, by judging himself by that 
standard, how seriously open to the charge of theft he is, 


We had some sort of hope that if the Congress did its work properly, there 
would be a slight development of our mental faculties. But we have now come 
to see that that isan idle hope. The sight of a pot of honey makes us so much 


impatient, that, in our eagerness to seize it and push one another, we overturn the 


pot and end by licking its dry exterior. Let every one see his face in the looking- 

lass. Why, then, do you, brethren, abuse one another? When a band of 

acoits go out to commit a dacoity and concert measures with that object in view, 
they do not hate one another as dacoits, but obey and follow their leader. But 
if one of them affects righteousness, and, though one of the band, takes upon 
himself to lecture his fellow-dacoits on the wickedness of their Pagan. 
such affectation of pious superiority is sure to be resented and to lead to 
crimination and recrimination and ultimately to litigation. 


Such has been the outcome of the Congress. Bombay and Bengal have 
been bound together by the tie of sympathy. ‘Those that desired to go to the 
Viceregal Council have had their desire gratified. Brethren, you have had 
enough. Now wind up your business and relapse into your former condition of 
service and flattery. 


39, The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 9th December writes as follows :— 

e In his Annual Administration Report, Mr. 

a. ag mg oe Se pies Buckland, the Commissioner of the Presidency 
' Division, remarks that ‘‘the respectable middle 

classes, or bhadra lok, are reported to have shared but slightly in the general 
prosperity, as they spend more on living and are more extravagant on marriage 
ceremonies.” The Lieutenant-Governor adds that the real cure for the stag- 
nation into which the class is falling lies in the pursuit of other than clerical 
occupations. The observation of the Commissioner and the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor cannot be fully endorsed. It is true that marriage expenses are impover- 
ishing the middle classes; but it is because their income is more than exhausted 
in procuring the necessaries of life that they fail to meet any extra demand 
made on their purse. It is true that luxuries introduced by modern civilisation 
have made living much more expensive, but it must, nevertheless, be conceded 
that the rise in the prices of food stuffs has, more than the introduction of 
luxuries, made our living much more expensive than it was in the past. 
Mr. Baker admitted in the Legislative Council that the prices of food stuffs 
have been doubled. The Lieutenant-Governor is right in saying that extra- 
vagance in marriage expenses is a chief factor in the impoverishment of the 
middle classes, but he is not right in thinking that the cure for poverty lies in 
the giving up of clerical occupations. Many clerks and muharrirs in the service 


of zamindars and native traders are well-to-do people. 


BANGAVASI, 
Dec, 9th, 1899. 


BaNGABANDHOU, 


Dec, 9th, 1899. 


URIYA AND 
NAVASAMVAD, 


Nov. 22nd, 1899. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Dec, 2nd, 1899. 


UTEALDIPIEA. 
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40. The Banga — ow seated of the 9th December has the 
owing :-— 


. “ion of inthe Annual Administration Reports this year the 
ean seni ny racer eas material condition of the people of Bengal has been 
specially reviewed. Inthe opinion of the Magi 

trate of Monghyr, the material condition of the people of that district 
improved, Mr. Roe, District Magistrate of Mymensingh, writes that a raiyat 
in his district earns Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 a year, and that this prosperity of the 
Mymensingh raiyat is attracting labourers from Behar. Rupees 20 to Rs. 25 
a month is no doubt an income good enough for a raiyat, and it shows that the 
lower classes are in these days doing better than the middle classes. The 
ation of the middle classes is attributed by the Government to their 
confining themselves to clerical pursuits. But we beg to say that it is 
almost impossible to successfully rg | on trade with small capital. Native 
weavers and petty goldsmiths and shopkeepers are gradually giving up 
their professions and are workingin the mills. We feel inclined to question the 
remark of the Magistrate of onghyr that the aristocracy in his district are 
better off than they were before, ‘Their income may have increased, but their 


expenditure has also increased, 


Uriya Papers. 
41. The Uriya and Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 22nd November is glad 
av eri ree te find thse the reg Megha of the North- 
Relief arrangements made by Western Provinces and Ou as made excellent 
oe ie Wedern Plovinecs gic arrangements for the distribution of relief to ‘the 
poor and famished but respectable ladies in ‘their 
own homes in his province, and recommends the same to other Governments 
and Administrations for adoption when ire? : 

42. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack) of the 2nd December is glad to find that the 
oe _ Collector of Puri has wisely abolished & butcher’s 
p,Abolition of a butcher's shopin shop that was being built in the Puri town, which 

Url. : . . * e ' 
is after alla place of pilgrimage and is sacred to 
the Hindus, The writer advises the authorities not to commit a scandal ina 
holy place like Sriksheira by setting up butcher shops and ‘thereby wounding the 


religious feelings of Hindus in India, — 
43, ‘The same paper approves of the action of the Municipal Commis- 


Sop ey _ sioners of Cuttack, who disallowed the action of 

_ Prevention of increase of muni- their Chairman in increasing the rates of the town 
cipal rates in Cuttack town. : : 3 , 

in an irregular manner, and hopes that such irregu- 


larities will be avoided in future. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


eas Bengals Transiator, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, ~~ 


The 16th December, 1899, 


T. N. B.—Reg. No. 6318C-—77—20 12.99. 


